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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Regarding claim 1 , the prior arts fail to teach or fairly suggest a network 
architecture supporting periodic and a periodic transmission of data comprising: 

a master timing NIC configured to receive request for aperiodic data 
transmissions from one or more of plurality of network devices; 

priority table for storing a predetermined set of priorities assigned to requests for 
aperiodic data, the table accessible by the master NIC; and 

a transceiver means coupled to the master NIC and providing a signal pathway 
between the master NIC and the network databus, in combination with other limitations 
as specified in the independent claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 16, the prior arts fail to teach or fairly suggest a network for 
transmitting data between modules in a communications system, wherein the data 
comprised periodic data and aperiodic data, the network comprising: 

a master network interface controller comprises a data transmission prioritization 
table, wherein the table comprises priority information regarding the aperiodic data, and 

the priority information comprises data block size and type of data, wherein the 
type of data comprises isochronous and asynchronous data, in combination with other 
limitations as specified in the independent claim 16. 
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Regarding claim 22, Regarding claim 16, the prior arts fail to teach or fairly 
suggest a method for transmitting data between modules in a communications system, 
wherein the data comprised periodic data and aperiodic data, the network comprising: 
transmitting the status message to each of a NIC modules; and 
storing indicator in a priority table as to what requests were assigned bandwidth 
on a network databus for transmission of aperiodic data and order of transmission, in 
combination with other limitations as specified in the independent claim 16. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the 
examiner should be directed to Thien Iran whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-3156, 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu, can be reached on (571) 272-3155. Any inquiry of a general nature 
of relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2600. 

3. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.qov . Should 
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you have any questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197. 
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